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(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 




Coifliaent, The following report was submittedr 

j 25X1 

1 which presented a commodity pi^ice list for the Gh'n«gJiTi nf 

13 October 1952 . The country of origin is indicated by the folldwing letter 
symbols appearing in parenthese directly follbwjng thf. name nf th«» itf.Tn! /Ft) 
USSR; (C), CzechoslOTakia! (CC), Communist China; 

25X1 

as 

^ ^ ^ Where no symbol appears the item w 


probftliy 0 f Korean oyigta.. 


Ou 10 FeT3riiary 195 3 ^ food and cominodl'ty prices in ■the Ch*ongJin area were as 
follows s 


Food; 

Unit of 

Wholesale 

Retail 

Item 

Measurement^ 

Price (BK won) 

Ibrlce (UK 

Rice 

1 large mal^ 

1,900 

2,000 

JClllet 

1 large mal^ 

I ,600 

1,700 

Beans 

1 large mal^ 

1,250 

1,300 

Flour (S) 

1 kilogram 

tjhknown 

100 

Beef 

3*75 grams3 

Unknown 

150 

fork 

3*75 grams3 

Uhlmowri 

i6o 

Chicien 

1 

Unknown 

500 

Eggs 

1 

Unknown 

20 


— t’ 

"'i’ 
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(Nota: Washinaton Distribution Indicated iw "Jf". VUM a.. . 
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Item 

Unit of 
Measurement 

Sauce 

1 pound 

Bean sauce 

1 kilogram 

Pepper powder 

1..8 pounds 

Garlic 

100 (sic) 

Korean wine 

1.8 pounds 

VocUsa (S) 

1 .J 2 pounds 

Salt 

1 kilogram 

Raw poUack 

1 

Dried pollack 

1 

Raw herring 

1 

Salted herring 

1 

Superior seaweed 

1 kwan 

Inferior seaweed 

1 kwan 

Laver 

20 sheets 

Dried cuttlefish 

20 

Sea slug 

1 kwan 

Apples 

1 kilogram 

Pears 

1 kilogram 

Restaurant Prices; 


Hoodies 

1 bowl 

Rice and laeat 
soup 

1 bowl 

Rice with side 
food 

1 bowl 

Chinese tempura 

1 serving 

Chinese mixed 
vegetables 

1 serving 


Cliliiese high-class 
food (sic) 1 serving 


25 X 1 


Wholesale Retail 

Price (RK von) Price (UK won) 


Unknown 

90 

Unknown 

60 

Unknown 

1,000 

Unknown 

450 

Unknown 

1,500 

Unknown 

1,100 

25 

30 

11 

13 

15 

18 

30 

35 

40 

50 

TOO 

850 

400 

500 

60 

80 

600 

700 

4,000 

4,500 

80 

100 

120 

150 


100 

100 

200 

i^OO 

250 

500 
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04 

uatervMr i wait 


.00't‘feOB •laMMr. 
flndarwwr (00) 1 mktt 

(PO) 1 mat 

mSmewWf (00) 

1 suit 

jfiat«BP wprJOag 
Avit (eottoa) 

1 

.'In'* eottoa 
AoekA (00) 

1 isir 

laAloe' eottpa 
atocOelaci (oo) 

Ipsir 

lmlLe»« silk 

Stoeklacs (00) 

1 pair 

y^slvat skirt (osir) 1 

7elwt skirt 
(ssooad ksnd) 

1 

Oatla silk 

Aklrt (asir) 

1 

Ostia silk skirt 
(SAcoad kwS) 

1 

IsStes* tkl<* 

suk Sima* 

1 

IsSlss* awdlDR 
iUk klSHse 

1 

*Nt*A rSblmr 

•kois 

ipOr 

; Nns's .oedltai.siss . 
«<kksrskpsi 

X pair 

iiu** smOl mikksr 

ipsir 

loOlss* wbits 
rtiSber sksss 

Ipolr 


ficiAitiiiunkl 

astou 

ftOsit 

6s5eo 

0,000 

^900 

9,900 

tfsOOO 

r,ooo 

tfkoo 

•t900 

BgOOO 

9,000 

300 

m 

990 

600 

IslM 

tteknoMA 

1,000 

30,000 

TThlmciyn 

30, 000 

M— 

9,000 

**— 

k,000 


0,900 

MM. 

0^000 


1,900 

i,m 

XpOOO 

990 

6oo 

l»900 

0,000 
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d. 


Item 


Unit of 
Ifeasurement 


Wholesale Retail 

Price (BK won) Price (MK won). 


ladies » blue 
rubber shoes 

1 pair 

Ladies' black 
rubber shoes 

1 pair 

Working shoes (CC) 1 pair 

Basketball shoes 

1 pair 

Tennis shoes 

1. pair 

Isfen's boots 

1 pair 

Ladies leather 
shoes 

1 pair 

j>r;y^;oodss 

Sheeting (CC) 

1 yard 

Black sheeting 

1 yard 

White cotton 
cloth 

1 roll (sic) 

Colored cotton 
cloth 

1 roll (sic) 


Haebang cloth (CC) 1 yard 


Rayon and silk 


cloth 

1 yard 

Rayon cloth 

1 yard 

Cotton thread 

1 spool 

Sewing machine 
thread 

2,000 yards 

Cloth for winter 
suit (gentlemen) 

Cloth for spring 
suit 

1 set (sic) 

1 set (sic) 

Cloth for sTJonmer 
suit 

1 set (sic) 

White towel (CC) 

1 


2,200 

2,300 


1,500 

i,6oo 


1,400 

1,500 


1,900 

2,000 


1,700 

1,800 


Unknown 

8,000 


Unknown 

7,000 


800 

900 


900 

1,000 


3,000 

3,300 


3,300 

3,6oo 


800 

1,000 


400 

500 


120 

130 


15 

20 


700 

800 


18,000 

20,000 

25X1 

16,000 

18,000 

25X1 

11,000 

13,000 

25X1 

300 

350 
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Unit of 

Item MeaSAirement 

Colored towel (CC) 1 
Home^inade towel 1 
o Cosmetics and Hotlons; 


Toilet soap 

1 (sic) 


"Lily" brand 



soap (CC) 

1 (sic) 


Washing soap 

1 (sic) 


"Mi He" brand 



washing soap (CC)l (sic) 


Tooth powder (CC) 

1 (sic) 


Face powder (CC) 

1 (sic) 


Face cream (CC) 

1 (sic) 


Tooth brush (CC) 

1 


Fuel 5 



Carbide 

1 ton 


Artificial 



petroleum 

1 ton 


Gasoline (CC) 

1 ton 


Mobile oil (CC) 

1 ton 


Heavy oil 

1 ton 


Smokeless coal 

1 ton 


Coal 

1 ton 


Fuel wood 

1 horse cart (sic) 

Charcoal 

1 bag (15 kilograms) 

Medic ines.s 



Oil penicillin (CC)l bottle 

(200,000 unit) 

Oil penicillin (CG )1 bottle 

(600,000 unit) 

Chlorampheni c ol 



(CC) 

1 (sic) 



25X1 


Wholesale Retail 

Price (RK von) Price (NK von) 


Uoo 

i ^50 

200 

250 

Unknown 

50 

Unknown 

30G 

Unknown 

133 

Unknown 

400 

Unknown 

150 

Unknown 

1,500 

Unknown 

1,100 

Unknown 

100 

52,000 

1 

60,000 

180,000 

240,000 

170,000 

200,000 

190,000 

220,000 

8,000 

10,000 

Unknown 

4,000 

Unknown 

4,500 

Unknown 

4,000 

Unknown 

500 

2,500 

3,000 

7,000 

8,000 

5,500 

6,000 
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Item 



Unit of 

Measurement 

Wholesale 

Price (RK won) 

He tall 
Frice (MK 

Biazine (CC) 



1 (sic) 

90 

120 

Biazine oiat 
ment (CC) 



1 bottle 

400 

500 

Guanidine (CC) 


1 (sic) 

60 

8o 

Thlazole (CC) 


1 (sic) 

45 

60 

Santonin (s) 



1 pound 

45,000 

50,000 

Calcium 



1 bottle (20 grains) 

Unknown 

150 

Rrocalne 



1 bottle (20 grams) 

Unknown 

100 

Salvarsan 

injection (S) 


1 bottle 

Unknown 

90 

Salvarsan i 
injection 



1 bottle 

Unknown 

400 

Aspirin 



1 (sic) 

Unknown 

30 

Writing Ifaterlalss 




Thin paper 



1 sheet 

Unknown 

20 

Thin paper (CC) 


1 sheet 

Unknown 

80 

Bocument paper 

(CC)l sheet 

Unknown 

20 

Bookkeeping 
paper (CC) 


1 book 

Unknown 

1,500 

Hotehook binder 


1 

Unknown 

300 

Korean door 

paper 

1 sheet 

Unknown 

400 

Inferior fountain 
pen (CC) 

1 

Unknown 

500 

Superior fountain 
pen 

1 

Unknown 

2,000 

^Parker^’^^^untain 

pen 

1 

Unknown 

15,000 

Pencil (C) 



1 

Unknown 

100 

Pencil point (C) 

1 

Unknown 

50 

Ink 



1 (sic) 

Unknown 

15 


25X1 


25X1 
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Unit of 

Item Measurement 

Chemicals g 


Caustic soda 

1 ton 

Sulphate 80 

degree (sic) 

1 ton 

Saccharine 

1 pound 

Bicarhonate soda 

1 ton 

nitrogen 

fertilizer 

1 ton 

Metal Products: 

Steel cable 

220 meters 

Telephone wire 

2:0 meters 

Copper telephone 

wire 

20 meters 

Coirered electric 

wire 

1 meter 

Weatherproof 

electric wire 

5 millimeters 

Tangarahide , (sic ) 

(for lathes) 

1 kwan 

Wails 2 " 

1 kwan 

Hails 5 " 

1 kwan 

Water pipe I*?” 

1 meter 

Korean kettle 

1 

Sickle 

1 

Axe 

1 

Razor 

1 

Lighter (CC) 

1 

Lumber s 

Log (red pine) 

1 sal 

Log (cypress) 

1 sai 


25X1 


Wholesale Retail 

Price (MK voa) Price (NK wogi 


1^20,000 

500,000 

520,000 

600,000 

65,000 

80,000 

80,000 

100,000 

35,000 

t|^0,000 

85,000 

100,000 

800 

1,000 

1,200 

1,500 

50 

60 

80 

90 

190,000 

200,000 

Unknown 

6,000^ 

Unknown 

3,000'*- 

Unknown 

300 

Unknown 

, TOO 

Unknown 

150 

Unknown 

500 

Unknown 

1,500 

Unknown 

2,500 

Unknown 

90 

Unknown 

120 
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Item 

BECRET 

. 8 - 

Unit of 

MeaBurement 

Wholesale 

Price (UK won) 

Retail 

Price (HK won) 


Lumber 

1 sai 

Unknown 

iko 


Timber 

1 sal 

Unknown 

120 


Miscellaneous s 

Raw rubber (CC) 

1 kwan 

lt,500 

5,000 


Auto tires (S) 

1 

Unknown 

20,000 


Auto tires 

1 

Unknown 

35,000 

25X1 

Matches 

10 boxes 

Unknown 

15 


Matches (CC) 

10 boxes 

Unknown 

25 


Leather bag 

1 

Unknown 

15,000 


17 jewel, 18 K 

scold wrist watch 

(second hand)| |l 

Unknown 

O 

o 

o 

o 

<o 

25X1 

17 jewel, nickel 

wrist watch 

1 

Unknown 

30,000 

25X1 

Fore gold 

1 momme 

Unknown 

6,5005 


Silver 

1 momme 

Unknown 

400^ 


Glass 

1 sai 

Unknown 

l8o 


Haircut 

1 

Unknown 

70 


Bath 

1 

Unknown 

50 


Hotel fee with 

two meals 

1 (sic) 


300 



2 . 

3 . 

k. 


5- 


6 , 


Comment . The western equivalents of the Korean units of measiare* 
meat used in this report axe as follows s large mal^ a little less than 30 
pounds or about one^half bushel; small mal, half of a large mal; lEWan, 3^75 
iiilograms or about eight pounds; momme, 3*75 grams; sai, about one cubic footo 


I Comment » Probably the unit of measurement, the large mal, is an 
error, and the small mal is intended. 


Comment o Probably 3*75 kilograms is intended. 


I Comment ■ The difference between the retail price for the same 

quantity of five-^inch nails and two-inch nails seems unreasonable . 


IComment^ | 

for 1 momme was 60,0G0 wono 


in October 195^ the pricse of gold 


Comment o The retail price for silver, as given in this report, 
seems to be incredibly low. 


25X1 
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